
Continued advancements in technology means that the use of robotics in society will increase efficiency, 
precision and safety. We are just in the early stages of this long-term disruptive trend, with the worldwide 
annual supply of industrial robots expected to grow an average of 12% per year to 2025.1

AXA World Funds Robotech invests in companies that are involved in the creation and application of 
technologies to improve or optimise processes, spanning the industrial, transportation and healthcare 
sector. The Fund also invests in companies which act as ‘enablers’ in powering and controlling the 
robotics - i.e. the sensors, connectivity and intelligence used to gather and analyse information. 

WHY AXA INVESTMENT 
MANAGERS?
›  Established history in long-term 

thematic investment 

›  One of the first active thematic robotics 
investors

›  25+ years’ of asset management 
experience to help our clients reach 
their goals.2

WHO IS IT FOR?  
INVESTORS:
›  Seeking long-term growth potential

›  Looking for exposure to innovative 
companies

› Searching for portfolio diversification
 

1 2010-2025E. AXA IM,IFR World Robotics 2022
2  AXA IM as at March 2023
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The demand for industrial robots has accelerated in recent years due to the ongoing trend towards 
automation and innovative technological advancements. Advances in technology have made robots 
capable of performing highly sophisticated and delicate work as well as working alongside humans to 
drive productivity and efficiency.

Why invest in robotics?

3  Profitability back in focus: the online challenge as ‘normality’ resumes, Capgemini Research Institute, Feb 2023

As the pace of technological innovation quickens, 
robots have grown more intelligent and less 
expensive in a world where the working population 
is shrinking (for example in China and Japan) and 
where younger generations are abandoning jobs 
involving little added value or creative insight.

In this emerging investment universe, not  
every company will be a winner of tomorrow.  
It is therefore critical to really understand the 
sectors where robotics has the potential to create 
long-term value – as well as the quality of 
individual companies operating in this field.

Where are robotics being used?

The rapidly changing robotics industry

Labour shortage 
Younger generations have little interest in 
repetitive work. China, for example, has become 
the world’s leading buyer of robots to replace  
such jobs in recent years.

Critical applications
Tasks requiring precision beyond human ability, 
such as robot-assisted surgical procedures.

Hazardous work
In the mining and oil industries, automated 
drilling and goods transportation can reduce  
the risk of accidents.

Large-scale complex tasks
The acquisition of robot manufacturers by online 
retailers has helped to optimise the preparation 
of orders and speed up delivery times.3



Tom Riley, CFA
Portfolio Manager

Why invest in AXA WF Robotech?

We believe that innovation in 
robotics is a significant growth 
opportunity, and we are just in 

the early stages of this multi-
decade investment theme.

1 Access the long-term growth potential of the rapidly expanding 
robotics market. 

Supported by shifting demographics and improving technologies, more industries 
can now use robotics offering greater sophistication, precision for repetitive or 
hazardous tasks, and alternative labour solutions.

2 Exposure to companies with growth potential across multiple 
industries. 

We focus on the investable areas of the robotics market, such as: industrial 
automation, robotic-assisted surgery, driverless vehicles and the underlying 
intelligence which supports robotic technologies. 

3 Benefit from an actively managed, unconstrained approach. 

Including more than 400 meetings with robotics and technology executives 
each year, our detailed coverage of the investment universe helps us identify 
companies with above-average growth prospects in this emerging theme. 

12%
Worldwide expected average 

annual growth until 20254

40-60 
stocks 

Global multi-cap 
strategy investing in a 

concentrated portfolio5

>70
typically held in stocks 
with high and medium 

theme exposure6

4 2010-2025E. AXA IM, IFR World Robotics 2022
5, 6 Illustrative purposes only. These are internal guidelines which are subject to change without notice. Please refer to the prospectus for the fund’s full invest- 

ment guidelines and risks.



AXA WF Robotech
Key risks  

The strategy is invested in financial markets and uses techniques and instruments which may be subject to sudden and significant 
variation, which may result in substantial gains or losses.

Counterparty Risk: Risk of bankruptcy, insolvency, or payment or delivery failure of any of the Sub-Fund’s counterparties, leading to a 
payment or delivery default. 

Please note that the list of risks is not exhaustive. Please consult the Fund’s Prospectus for detailed information on risks related to investing 
into the Fund.
This communication does not constitute an offer to buy or sell any AXA Investment Managers product or service. It is provided to you for 
information purposes only. The views expressed do not constitute investment advice. The value of investments, and the income from them, 
can fall as well as rise and investors may not get back the amount originally invested.

How is the Fund different from AXA WF Digital Economy?

Focuses more on the industrial applications of technology 
such as manufacturing, healthcare or automotive

Focuses more on the overall online consumer experience, as well as sectors 
like media ,fintech and logistics. The strategy also has little, if any, exposure 
to semiconductors, offering low overlap with traditional technology 
benchmarks.

Robotech Digital Economy

axa-im.ch

The information provided here by AXA Investment Managers is for advertising purposes, shall not constitute a legal, financial or tax advice, nor is it an offer or 
recommendation for the purchase or sale of financial instruments.
Due to its simplification, this document is partial and opinions, estimates and forecasts herein are subjective and subject to change without notice. There is no 
guarantee forecasts made will come to pass. Data, figures, declarations, analysis, predictions and other information in this document is provided based on our state 
of knowledge at the time of creation of this document. Whilst every care is taken, no representation or warranty (including liability towards third parties), express 
or implied, is made as to the accuracy, reliability or completeness of the information contained herein. Reliance upon information in this material is at the sole 
discretion of the recipient. This material does not contain sufficient information to support an investment decision. Before making an investment, investors should 
read the relevant Prospectus and the Key Investor Information Document / scheme documents, which provide full product details including investment charges 
and risks. The information contained herein is not a substitute for those documents or for professional external advice. The products or strategies discussed in this 
document may not be registered nor available in your jurisdiction.

This document cannot serve as a replacement for individual advice. Retail investors should contact their investment advisor. Any reproduction of this information, 
in whole or in part, is prohibited. The Swiss representative for the Luxembourg-domiciled SICAV (société d’investissement à capital variable) AXA World Funds is First 
Independent Fund Services Ltd, Klausstrasse 33, CH-8008 Zurich. The Swiss paying agent is Credit Suisse Ltd, Paradeplatz 8, CH-8001 Zurich. The current prospectus, 
the Key Information Document (KID) as well as the annual and semi-annual reports can be obtained free of charge from the Swiss representative. In respect of the 
units offered in Switzerland, the place of performance is the registered office of the Swiss representative. The place of jurisdiction is at the registered office of the 
Swiss representative or at the registered office or place of residence of the investor.

This document and/or the other offering materials relating to this/these fund/-s can also be obtained free of charge from AXA Investment Managers Switzerland Ltd, 
Affolternstrasse 42, CH-8050 Zurich or at www.axa-im.ch.


